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’ Ebttortnl, 
METHODS OF TEACHING THE MENTALLY 

’ DEFECTIVE. 

One of the most interesting sessions of 
the Conference of Teachers arranged by the 
London County Conncil, and held last 
week at Birlcbeclc College, was that on 
“‘Methods of Teaching in Schools for the 
Mentally Defective,” at which Mrs. Wilton 
Phipps presided. The first special school 
for children of this class was founded in 
1890, and now them are no less than 57 in 
London, with a staff of 307 teachers and 
instructors, in which the scholars nuniber 
43,836. These nnnibers show not only the 
‘extent t0 which mental deficiency is present 
in the rising generation of London children, 
but the absolute necessity for special teach- 
ing and training, which will enable as large 
a proportion of them &E possible to earn 
their own living, SO that they may not 
become chargeable to the comniunj ty. The 
Chairman expressed the opinion that, while 
the edncation oE these children must not be 
neglected, the question of manual training 
was one which would have to be increasingly 
considered in these schools. The two things 
must be complementary if good results 
were to be obtained. 

The classilication now inaugurated in the 
schools bf the London County Council shows 
horn in former days many children must 
have suffered from lack of such a method. 
The nientally defective are, €or instance, 
easily influenced by sonFe slighh change in 
the Tvqather, &s Niss Desbery, a speaker at 
the Conference pointed out, in speaking on 
“ AXvanced Occupations for IXentaIly Defec- 
tive G ids.” Nothing could have happened, 
so, far as a teacher could tell, but she  TIT^ 
.often amazed at the f reakislincss and varia- 
bility eshibited even by the most adaptable 
and trustworthy of the kirk Jlulness mould 
replace alacrity, and stubbornness genuine 
willingness, for no apparent reason, 

Now tliat these characteristics are recog- 
nised as evidence of mental deficiency, the 
wise teacher will be careful to eliminate.the 
possibility of this element before attributing 
them to “ naughtiness ” . and punishing 8. 
child for exhibiting them ; but in the days 
when children were little understoQd qnd 
treated far more steynly than at present, 
they must have suffered pitifully from lac& 
of discrimination in  this respect. Dulness 
and stubbornness are not qualities’ with 
which the average teacher has much patience, 
and, until their real import was realised, 
children must often have been punished 
quite unjustly. 

The SuDerintendent of Schools for Physi- 
cally and ~ e n t a l l y  Defective Children of”the 
London County Council, in opening a dis- 
cussion at the above Conference, said that 
the difficulty they had to face v a s  to get 
people to help these least efficient of the 
children. They were really the sick children 
of the country, and were bound to cost more 
than the healthy ones at first, though per- 
haps not eventually, unless they mere neg- 
lected. It was a curious fact that many of 
the children in the special schools wrote 
beautifully, and both fluently and with es- 
pression. She pleaded for a closer contact 
between parent, child and teacher in the 
case of the mentally defective. If this could 
be achieved many of the difficulties with 
which ,t.hey were nom confronted could be 

n g  very attractive about 
work for the mentally deficient ; neverthe- 
less it is of gieat value not only to incli- 
vidnal children, but also to the community. 
An uneducated and uncontrolled man or 
wonian who is nientally deficient is not only, 
as a rule, incapable .of self-support, but is 
inimical tu the public welfare in several 
ways. Teachers and nurses who bend all 
their energies to the training and care of 
t*his class of children are therefore doing 
work o l  national value. 
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